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Democracy & Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine

Despite of the enactment of legislations regarding salaries, discrimination
between male and female workers in salary payment for the same work
remains a common issue; the employers’ justification regarding this
issue is that men are much stronger and carry out any action required
of them. This situation is also due to the ignorance of many female
workers of their rights and the exploitation of female workers in some
sectors by employers through paying them extremely low salaries.
Female workers in particular permanently suffer from discrimination
issues related to salaries.

The study indicates that most male and female workers responded that
they do not benefit from any facilities at work; 91.6% female workers
and 89.2% male workers in the Palestinian territories responded that
nurseries are not available at workplaces.

The study stressed the fact that violence and duress in dealing with
workers i1s a common phenomenon in workplaces, from which male
and female workers suffer in several forms and aspects. 14% of female
workers and 9% of male workers indicated that they quit their jobs due
to employers’ harsh treatment and verbal violence.
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Discrimination between Male & Female Workers in Employment

The results of the study indicate that the percentage of female workers
stating that they have obtained their jobs by submitting a job application
is higher than the percentage of male workers, while 63.6% of male
workers and 41.2% of female workers have obtained their jobs through
a person they know in the establishments where they were employed,
which may indicate that women’s access to employment depends on
many factors, such as efficiency and experience, which can only be
proved through competitiveness.

There is discrimination in favor of male workers with regards to
working through permanent work contracts, which gives them a greater
feeling of job security and contributes in increasing their awareness of
their rights more than female workers, who are often more vulnerable
to exploitation and violation of their economic and social rights by their
employers.

42.1% of the male workers and 33.5% of female workers surveyed
indicated that they are trade union members, which may reflect
the level of confidence of workers in joining trade unions in their
establishments. These results may also reflect a feeling among female
workers that certain issues of discrimination against them are not
addressed by the trade union agendas, such as awareness of their
rights, discrimination in salary payments and the lack of recognition
of their specific rights according to the Palestinian Labor law, such
as the maternity leave or the nursing leave, and other related rights
whose violation leads to discrimination against women and women’s
dismissal from their jobs.

The results indicated the existence of discrimination against women
with regard to obtaining work promotions. 57.8% of the surveyed female
workers in all work sectors pointed out that they have not received
promotions since they started working, whereas the related percentage
among male workers reached 45.4%.
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Democracy & Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine

Palestinian women’s participation in the labor market is low in
comparison with women in surrounding countries. This is caused by
several factors, in particular the lack of job opportunities for men and
women due to the high unemployment rate and the limited number of
work sectors available for women. There are also other reasons related
to the absence of a supportive environment that motivate women to
enter the labor market, such as the lack of provision of nurseries, lack
of flexibility of working hours and limited opportunities for capacity
building and career development, unfair salaries, in addition to the
absence of a supportive legal environment and active trade unions that
would contribute to the women’s protection in workplaces. All these
factors constitute main reasons, which render the presence of women
in the labor market unstable, since women tend to leave the labor
market if they are not achieving equal rights or if employers do not
retain them.

The study 1s an exploratory one. It’s based on a purposive sample, through
elaborating a questionnaire that was randomly distributed among an
equal number of male and female workers (500 workers in total) in the
sectors under study, in which Democracy & Workers’ Rights Center
in Palestine has contributed in the establishment of democratic trade
unions. The questionnaires covered several issues related to employment
and occupation, in order to monitor discrimination between male and
female workers in these workplaces; these issues are: working terms
and conditions, salary issues and incentives, occupational health and
safety, and violence in workplaces.

The study covers the sectors of higher education -universities and
colleges-, telecommunications and information technology, local
authorities, tourism,, pharmaceutical industries and health services
(including workers in the Palestinian Red Crescent Society, Union of
Palestinian Medical Relief Society, Union of Health Work Committees
and workers in private hospitals).
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Discrimination between Male & Female Workers in Employment

Executive Summary

Discrimination in employment and occupation between male and
female workers is one of the most significant obstacles that contribute
in opportunities for women’s participation in the labor market and in
undermining the capacity of women, who were able to enter the labor
market, in progressing in their field of work or reaching decision-making
positions. The purpose of this study is to reduce the information gap in
the fields of work situation, conditions and terms of employment for
male and female workers in selected economic sectors. It also seeks to
enable trade unions in the targeted sectors to set priorities and practical
plans for their workers’ committees with the purpose of reinforcing their
role, strengthening the confidence of workers in their role, seeking the
integration of women in trade union bodies. Finally, it aims at providing
information about discrimination in employment circumstances to
decision-makers and employers.

This study was performed on a random sample of workers in
establishments, where the Democracy & Workers’ Rights Center
in Palestine has assisted in the establishment of trade unions, for an
exploratory purpose. Therefore, this sample cannot be considered as
representative of all economic sectors or geographical locations where
information was gathered, but it should be considered a significant
indicator of the reality of discrimination in employment in the mentioned
sectors.
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